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James Thomas (b. 1996) grew up in Johannesburg. As a teenager with a passion
for skateboarding and living in the inner city, he became fascinated with the visual
and socio-political landscape he experienced. This unique view

intrigued him and soon he started documenting his experiences, first writing, then
drawing and eventually painting about his obsession with the nature of this African
city.

“I know it is a cliché to refer to organised chaos, but this aspect of the city

fascinates me. So | use various techniques to try and capture this chaotic order and
its social dichotomies. Words are scrawled on the canvas as if a store front or bus
stop and colours are harsh and monochromatic. These dualities are further
emphasized by using the contrasting elements of abstraction and realism. The
result is compositions that appear to be at odds with one another but when one
looks at the bigger picture, it still is unified in a single reality.”

James Thomas works and Lives in Johannesburg, South Africa.
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